


Why edit your photos?
● Fix any imperfections.
● Make your photos ‘pop’ - brighter, more true-to-life.
● Make sure aspect ratio is right for platform.



But don’t go overboard!
● It’s easy in the beginning to ‘over-edit’ your photos, and 

leave them too bright, washed out, or overly saturated.
● You need to find a balance. It doesn’t need to be 

complicated - you just need to understand what the editing 
tools do.



Phone or 
desktop?

● Do you edit on phone or 
desktop?

● I prefer desktop, as it’s much 
easier to see any imperfections 
and edit in detail.

● Either way, you must check 
that your edits look great on 
both large and small screens, 
because the majority of people 
do their shopping on phones 
and tablets these days.



What tools 
should you use?

● Desktop/laptop:
○ Photoshop ($)
○ Affinity photo ($)
○ GIMP (free)
○ Built-in editor (free)

● Phone/tablet:
○ Snapseed (free)
○ Lightroom (free - can also get on 

desktop, at least in AU/NZ as I 
record this)



What do the 
different editing 
tools do?

● Brightness/Exposure
● Contrast

○ Both affect all the tones in an 
image. 

○ Use these sparingly!

● Highlights
● Shadows

○ Only affect some of the tones - this 
is a better place to start if you 
have a well-lit image in the first 
place.

● Spot fix/repair
○ Remove hair, dust, or any other 

mar on the image.



What do the 
different editing 
tools do?

● Saturation
○ Increases the intensity of all the colours.

● Vibrance
○ Brings up areas of weak saturation 

without affecting already saturated 
areas.

● Clarity
○ Only affects mid-tones - so it sharpens 

them up.

● Ambience (on Snapseed)
○ Helps the subject to ‘pop’ or ‘mute’ in 

relation to the background. Can add a 
bit of a glow effect.

● Tint
○ You can add a tint of a certain colour - 

avoid!

● Warmth
○ This is useful if you have taken a photo 

that is not properly white-balanced. You 
can add more cool or warm tones.



5 Minute Activity

● What steps do you usually take to edit photos?
● Are there particular issues you have with editing your photos?
● Are there any tools that you don’t yet understand?



Other Tips…

● Look at your photo on multiple 
devices.

● Check against other photos in your 
shop (white balance & brightness).

● Resize and/or run through 
tinypng.com to reduce file size and 
speed up loading if putting on own 
site (don’t need to do this for Etsy 
etc.).

● Save the originals!

● Organise originals and original photos 
so they're easy to find.

● Give them descriptive file names full 
of keywords.



Let’s have a look...
● I’m going to show you what some of these tools do, 

and give you some guidance on what steps to take...



Further 
Resources

● YouTube: 7 Types of Product 
Photos you Should Be Taking 
of your Handmade Items if you 
want to Sell on Etsy.

● YouTube: 10 Ways to Improve 
your Product Photos

● YouTube: Etsy U: Product 
Photography Workshop - 
Advice direct from Etsy 
themselves!

Workshops & Podcasts

https://youtu.be/WHmieYqJkSA
https://youtu.be/WHmieYqJkSA
https://youtu.be/WHmieYqJkSA
https://youtu.be/WHmieYqJkSA
https://youtu.be/RNFQ3UPtH5g
https://youtu.be/RNFQ3UPtH5g
https://youtu.be/iWFzeNgm764
https://youtu.be/iWFzeNgm764
https://youtu.be/iWFzeNgm764
https://youtu.be/iWFzeNgm764

